
This year we celebrate the creation of Advent and Christmas Worship Banners, designed and created by 

Margaret McKinnon Harris and given to FLPC to the glory of God. Each week another pair of banners will be 

hung in the sanctuary that invite us into the ancient story of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth and into the current 

call to be transformed into a disciple of Jesus Christ.  We hope these banners will enhance your worship on 

Sundays and will invite you into the journey of discipleship every day of the week. 

 

The Artist:  Margaret M. Harris 

 

Introduction to the Banners: 

In the late 1950’s, my family took a trip by car to Ohio to visit my sister.  It was summer in Hartsville, SC.  

Our car did not have air conditioning and it was looking to be a long, hot ride!  So we packed up the car and 

left at midnight to drive most of the way in the coolness of the night and early morning.  At 9 years old, this 

trip was filled with mystery and expectation of roads never travelled.  With “all the windows down” and a 

feeling of excitement, we set off. The wind whipped through the car as we travelled through states that I had 

only seen on a map.  The open windows lent that feeling of really “being there” - sights, smells, and sounds all 

combined to cement the journey in my memory.  That sensory experience has inspired these hangings.  

 

In creating the hangings, I put myself in Mary and Joseph’s shoes.  Their trip was not one of their own 

choosing.  No vacation of rest and relaxation.  Emperor Caesar Augustus required all Jews to return to the city 

of their ancestors to be registered.  No excuses accepted.  Never mind that Joseph would be away from his job 

for some time.  Never mind that their donkey was needed back home for other tasks.  Never mind that it was 

quite a distance. Oh, and never mind that Joseph’s wife was eight months pregnant. 

 

So, into all those “never minds” the pictorial story was created.  I invite you to walk along beside Mary and 

Joseph, adding your own thoughts and memories of past journeys.  May this Advent be a time of excitement, 

anticipation, and journey - with open minds and joyful hearts - and with the expectation of grace as we 

experience the Christmas story a fresh.  And of course, for that added sense of mystery, make sure that “all the 

windows are down.” 

 

 



First Week of Advent – Leaving Nazareth 

 

Artist’s Notes: 

It is early evening on the out skirts of Nazareth.  Joseph is leading the donkey with Mary astride.  The path 

stretches out before them, long and winding.  Gentle hills lead to mountains.  A crescent moon gives off little 

light.  Joseph has decided to do most of the journey during the evening hours when temperatures are cooler 

and the road is less travelled.  They rest during the heat of the day.   We too are on a journey.  Our life trav-

els also have peaks, valleys, times of displacement and rest along the way.  Where is your path taking you 

this Advent season?  What have you left behind? 

 

Luke 2:1-5 

This is not the only time in history that people have left home at inopportune times because of government 

orders.  And we all know what it means to fill out forms, wait in lines and do what the government says 

must be done.  This time it was the Roman Emperor Augustus that wanted an accurate census count of the 

people.  We can be sure that this count would be related to taxes, but there was nothing to be done but to do 

what the Government officials said.  So, Joseph loaded his pregnant fiancée on a donkey and left home in 

Nazareth to travel to his ancestral home of Bethlehem.   Often the things that God has in mind for us require 

us to leave home and to journey.  

 

Einstein said that the definition of insanity is to do the same things over and over and expect a different out-

come.  We cannot do the same things over and over again and expect to be changed.  The journey into 

which God invites us is not always convenient or comfortable.  Home is comfortable and known.  If we 

leave home, we may not know the way. What if we get lost?  What if something bad happens?  And some-

times we “leave home” not because we want to but because we are compelled to do so.  But travel we must, 

if we want to be found faithful.  Leaving home is often the first step towards growth in faith. 

 

 Can you think of journeys in the past that God has used for good purposes? 

 What fears keep you from taking the next steps in your faith journey? 

 What would “leaving home” to be found faithful look like for you? 


